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ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD — REVISED 8/8/14

Every year the Colorado Senior Lobby selects important bills that
it has followed and has taken a public position to either support
Or Oppose.

This year we have selected 11 bills to be the basis for evaluating
each legislator’s support of issues the Senior Lobby considers im-
portant. The results are shown on pages 3 through 5.

The Senior Lobby is a non-partisan organization and does not en-
dorse candidates. It is our goal to reach out to both parties and
encourage all legislators to support the matters we consider im-
portant to the well-being of seniors.

The Senior Lobby is sensitive to budget constraints, and is com-
mitted to finding cost effective solutions to the impact of the signif-
icantly increasing senior population.

Colorado has one of the fastest growing senior populations in the
nation.

The legislature provided increased financing for many important
programs. But the legislation continues to provide short term solu-
tions and funding at a time when the need cries out for serious
long-term planning, with very clear goals to develop solutions,
and the best course of action.

This summer and fall, the Legislative Committee of the Senior
Lobby is working with other organizations committed to accelerat-
ing the efforts for cost effective solutions for assistance to those
seniors in need of support.

Reproduction of newsletter provided by Ed Shackelford,
REALTOR® Real Living CO Properties 720-353-3775
National award winner, Premier Service




The ultimate folly is to think that

something crucial to your welfare is being taken :
care of for you. BOOkkeeplng
—Robert Brault, American operatic tenor Doug Windes 303-722-9277

A special thank you to the
Volunteers of America for providing the John P. Moran 720-635-3180
Senior Lobby with meeting rooms for the | | These individuals provide im-
weekly Legislative Committee meetings | |portant pro bono support for
and for the monthly Directors meeting. the Colorado Senior Lobby

THE ANNUAL SCORECARD
SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION INCLUDED

SB 014: Property Tax/Rent/Heat Fuel Grants For Low-Income - Expands the prop-
erty-related expense assistance grants for low-income seniors and individuals with
disabilities by increasing the maximum awards, creating a minimum award and in-
creasing the income threshold.

SBO087:ldentification Card Issuance Standards - Economic Opportunity Poverty Re-
duction Task Force. Requires the issuance of identification cards for an applicant
that is at least 70 years old or at least 50 years old and an honorably discharged or
retired veteran using certain documents issued by the federal government to prove
name, age and lawful presence. The Department of Revenue is required to promul-
gate rules to clear up minor spelling discrepancies and accept alternate documents
showing lawful presence. Creates a simplified process for persons to change their
name to settle discrepancies and get a name-based instead of a fingerprint-based
criminal history check.

SB098: Crimes against At-risk Elders - Adds “other thing of value” to the current def-
inition of exploitation of at-risk elders that currently includes money, assets, or prop-
erty. Adds “exploitation” to the definition of “abuse.” Expands the definition of undue
influence. Establishes a new crime of exploitation of an at-risk elder. Reporting re-
quirements related to mistreatment, neglect, or exploitation of at-risk elders is modi-
fied so reports no longer have to be made to the district attorney but rather to a lo-
cal law enforcement agency or county department of social services.

SB180: Transfers the Dental Assistance Program for Seniors, also known as the
Old Age Pension (OAP) Dental Program, from the Department of Public Health and
Environment (DPHE) to the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing
(HCPF) as of July 1, 2015. In HCPF, the program is renamed as the Colorado Den-
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tal Health Care Program for Low-Income Seniors. The eligibility criteria of the dental
program are modified to align with other dental benefits for seniors and to target ser-
vices to economically disadvantaged seniors as defined in rule. Under the redesigned
program, HCPF provides funds to qualified grantees, including area agencies on ag-
ing, community organizations, local public health agencies, federally qualified health
centers, and private dental practices

HB 1017: Expand Availability of Affordable Housing - Makes modifications to statutory
provisions establishing the Housing Investment Trust Fund, the Housing Development
Grant Fund, and the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit. Expands the funding sources.

HB 1328: Connect Colorado Broadband Act - The bill concerns the deployment of
broadband into unserved areas of Colorado through grant-making from moneys allo-
cated from the Colorado high cost support mechanism. There are concerns this will
put landlines at risk by taking the money used for landline maintenance and putting it
into broadband service.

HB 1331: Regulate Basic Local Exchange Service — Would totally deregulate landline
service in Colorado. In other states that have deregulated phone services, prices
have increased dramatically. For example, after deregulation in California the monthly
cost of measured phone service increased by 260%.

HB 1357: In-Home Support Services in Medicaid Program - Makes changes to the
HCBS in-home support services delivery model. Expands in-home support services to
include persons in the spinal cord injury waiver pilot program. Amends statutory provi-
sions for the elderly, blind, and disabled waiver to reflect current law permitting per-
sons enrolled in the waiver to receive in-home support services.

HB 1360: Implements recommendations of Department of Regulatory Agencies' sun-
set report on regulation of home care agencies and home care placement agencies
and modifications by the House PHC&HS committee. Continues home care agency
licensure until 2019. Requires criminal history record checks. Specifies only PACE
providers that furnish PACE home care services are regulated under the bill.

HB 1362: Great-grandparent Visitation Of Grandchildren - The bill amends the statuto-
ry provisions concerning visitation rights of grandparents and disputes concerning
grandparent visitation to include great-grandparents, without changing the eligibility
requirements or process outlined in the existing statutes. The bill adds the definition
for great-grandparent.

HB 1377: Colorado Retirement Security Task Force - Creates the Colorado Retire-
ment Security Task Force to develop recommendations for increasing the percentage
of state residents who have adequate retirement security.
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SAVE THE DATE

SENIOR LOBBY
ANNUAL MEETING
AUGUST 16, 2014

Breakfast and conversation from 8 to 9AM
Program and business meeting from 9AM to noon

LOCATION

Castle Rock Recreation & Senior Center
2323 Woodlands Blivd
Castle Rock, Co 80104

There will be a short business meeting. Most of the meet-
iIng will consist of a program featuring legislators and peo-
ple serving the senior community.

You do not have to be a member to attend — just have an
Interest in matters affecting seniors.

This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only. Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original
author is known. Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft. Copyright©
2014 Colorado Senior Lobby. This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for legal, financial or tax advice. Any and all finan-
cial decisions and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA. We cannot be held
responsible for actions you may take without proper financial, legal or tax advice.



Colorado Senior Lobby
P. O. Box 102662
Denver, CO 80250-2662

“Healthy citizens are the
greatest asset any
country can have.”

— Winston Churchill

Go Green:

Recycle This
Newsletter!

After you've enjoyed our
newsletter, please recycle it by
passing it along

Colorado Senior Lobby — Nonprofit, non-partisan, volunteer organization
MEMBERSHIIP: Single $30 Family $40 Organization $75 $

Organizations: Attach three names and contact information

Additional contribution to support our vision for seniors’ quality of life $

Total This payment is not tax deductible $

Name/Business/Organization:

Address: Street

City State Zip Code
Phone: Home Business
Cell: Email Address:

Circle one: BILL ME or CHECK ENCLOSED — payable Colorado Senior Lobby

P. O. Box 102662, Denver, CO 80250-2662 DATE:

Newsletter by EMAIL or SNAIL MAIL
Join or renew your membership online at coloradoseniorlobby.org



